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latter turned elsewhere, and in 1539 succeeded in arranging a
marriage for himself with Eleonora, the only child of Don
Pedro di Toledo, Marquis of Villafranca and Viceroy of
Naples, the most capable and trusted of all the Emperor's
lieutenants, who ruled the kingdom of Naples from 1532 till
his death in 1553. Eleonora di Toledo was escorted to Floience
by Don Pedro himself, and they were met by Cosimo at the
villa of Poggio a Caiano, fifteen miles from Florence. The
Viceroy of Naples and his suite were lodged duiing their stay
in Florence in the monastery of Sta. Maria Novella,30 and
after many festivities Cosimo and Eleonora were married with
much ceremony in the church of San Lorenzo, he being then
twenty and she seventeen. Eleonora was very rich, and her
wealth, together with the 'political influence which Cosimo
gained by becoming the son-in-law of the Viceroy of Naples,
made a considerable difference in his position. The portrait of
Eleonora by Bronzino on the wall of one of the rooms in the
Palazzo Vecchio shows her as she was at about the age of
twenty, two or three years after her marriage. She has a fine
broad forehead and a pleasing face.

Up to this time Cosimo had lived in the Medici Palace in
the Via Larga; and it was there that he brought home his
bride. But shortly after making this marriage Cosimo removed
into the Palazzo Vecchio, having the rooms on the second
floor, which had been those always occupied by the Gon-
faloniere, handsomely decorated for Eleonora's reception* He
had several reasons for this change of residence, but his prin-
cipal one was that the Medici Palace was not a defensible
castle, and possessed no accommodation for the bodyguard
of troops necessary to protect his person; while his occupation
of the Palazzo Vecchio, which for centuries had been asso-
ciated in the minds of the Florentines with the governing body,
not only gave him a more secure abode, but also emphasised
the fact that he, and he alone, now wielded the entire power
of the State.11 Other rulers around him, such as the Este at
Ferrara, or the Gonzaga at Mantua, each occupied their